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Deciding when to Lift 

Health of vines 

Pod maturity 

Days from sowing 

Heat unit accumulation 

Availability of labor 

Aflatoxin risk 

Soil characteristics 



Varieties in Malawi 

Chalimbana (Virginia) – 130-140 days 

CG7 – (Virginia) 130 to150 days 

Nsinjiro (Virginia) – 120 to 140 days 

Kakoma (Spanish) – 90-120 days 

Chitala (Spanish) – 90-120 days  







Determining pod maturity of peanut 

 Progression of maturity of peanut pods using pod mesocarp color 

The indeterminate nature of peanut contributes 

to the challenge of deciding when to dig and 

invert vines in order to optimize pod yield and 

market grade characteristics  



Percentage of weight 

relative to the most 

mature pods (top left, 

black mesocarp color). 

100% 

96% 

93% 

72% 

58% 

49% 

31% 









A Split Crop! 

Half of pods is very mature 

Half of pods is very immature 

When do you lift! 

Waiting increases the likelihood of 
insect damage and aflatoxin 

 
 



Considering the “Disease Factor” 

when deciding when to dig peanut 

At what point in time is digging peanut prior to 
optimum maturity advisable because of 
disease (more disease, poorer vine health, 

greater and earlier pod)  

More specifically, at what percentage of canopy 
defoliation (due to disease) would early digging 
be advisable? 

Balancing decisions with respect to benefits of 
increased pod maturation and likelihood of 
significant pod shed in the meantime. 





Groundnuts from Malawi, June 2018 






